
Farm Accidents in August, 2013  
There were no farm accident 
fatalities reported for August, 
2013, however, one fatality was 
reported in August that oc-
curred in January.  A farmer fell 
from his tractor, possibly due to 
a medical event, and was killed.  
His tractor then overturned, and 
he was found lying nearby.   

The total number of farm acci-
dent fatalities in Virginia in 
2013 is now five.   

There were three farm accident 
injuries reported for the month 
of August:  a farmer was cutting 
down a storm-damaged tree on 
his farm when a piece of it fell 
and hit him, fracturing several 
vertebrae and ribs (he is ex-
pected to recover fully); a farm 
employee whose foot was bro-
ken when a bale spike frame fell 
on it as he was detaching it 

from the tractor; and, a farm 
employee who was injured 
when the tobacco harvester 
he was operating on a public 
road was struck by a car.     

In addition, there were two 
farm accident injuries that 
occurred earlier this year 
that were reported in Au-
gust.  In May, a farm worker 
broke his hand while chang-
ing a tire, and in July, a 
farmer sustained broken ribs, 
a broken and crushed pelvis, 
and internal bleeding when 
his tractor overturned. 

The total number of farm 
accident injuries through the 
end of August, 2013, is 
thirty-five.     

 

Thanks to our  
contributors! 

 

Thanks this month to Bob 
Jones, Glen Hetzel, Loretta 
Tucker, Steve Jenkins, Tom 

Couch, Cynthia Gregg, 
Christy Hodge, and Tom 

Sheppard !   They helped us 
by sending information 

about recent farm and ATV 
accidents in their areas.  

Thanks for being the “front 
line” for us!     

In August, a 22-year-old man dislo-
cated his shoulder and broke his 
arm when the ATV he was operating 
overturned.   

 
Non-Farm Incidents 

 

Early in July, a 75-year-old man was 
injured when he started his tractor 
from the ground.  It ran over him, 
the tire spun on him, and he was 
dragged.  He sustained severe 
scrapes and bruises and is undergo-
ing therapy, but is recovering. 
 
Also in July, a landscape worker 
was killed when he was mowing on 
a wet bank with a large lawnmower 
and the mower slipped and over-
turned, pinning him beneath it.   

 

 

Incentives to be 
Discontinued 

 
Effective December 1,     
2013, the ROPS Incentive 
Program and the ATV 
Helmet Incentive Pro-
gram will be discontin-
ued.  Applications for 
both incentives will be 
accepted through Novem-
ber 30, 2013, so be sure 
to take advantage of 
these programs before 
they’re gone!   

 

Thanks for your 
help! 

Any information on 
farm or ATV acci-
dents that you can 
give us might help 
prevent a similar 

accident.   

   September, 2013  

We need your help!   
 

Please remember to 
keep us informed of 
farm accidents that 
you hear about.   
Information we 
would like to have 
includes the date 
and time of the inci-
dent, ages of per-
sons) involved, type 
of equipment in-
volved, and any 
other details you 
have.  Newspaper 
clippings are always 
a big help.   
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Contact Us 

 

Virginia Farm Bureau 
Safety 
Jimmy Maass, Manager 
Kim O’Connell,  
Administrative Assistant 
(o) 804.290.1376 
(f) 804.290.1288 
12580 West Creek Pky. 
Richmond, VA  23238 
E-Mail: 
vfbsafety@vafb.com  
 
 Farm Accident Fatalities 

In August:      0 
Year-to-date:    5 
 
Farm Accident Injuries 
In August:      3 
Year-to-date:    35 

Recent ATV Incidents 

ROPS Still Save Lives ! 
In an incident that occurred in August, a Virginia Department 
of Transportation employee was mowing on a slope when his 
tractor overturned.  He tried to turn out of the roll, but a car 
on the road prevented him from doing so.  The tractor was 
equipped with a rollbar and the operator was wearing a seat 
belt.  He was unharmed.   


