
Farm Accidents in October, 2012  
There were no farm accident 
fatalities for October, 2012.  
The total number of farm 
accident fatalities in Virginia 
in 2012 remains at eight.   

There were two farm accident 
injuries reported for October.   
In one, a farm employee was 
working with a cow when she 
fell on his left leg, injuring his 
knee.  In the second, a farm 
worker fractured his thumb 
when it was caught in the 
door latch of a cotton module 
builder.     

The total number of farm 
accident injuries thus far in 
2012 is forty-three. 

* * *  
In a non-farm tractor accident 
in October, a 59-year-old man  
was killed when he was work-
ing on his property.  He was 
found lying underneath his 
tractor.    

 

Pennsylvania Manure Pit 
Incident 

Though this incident did not 
occur in Virginia, it’s a good 
reminder to us not only of 
how careful we should be 
around manure pits, but 
also the importance of not 
leaving children unattended 
on the farm. 

In mid-September, two 
young boys, sons of a Penn-
sylvania dairy farmer, were 
playing near the farm’s 1.2 
million gallon concrete ma-
nure pit when their father 
and grandfather started to 
stir the pit, preparing it to 
be emptied.  Just minutes 
later, they found the two 
boys lying on the ground 
beside the pit, both unre-
sponsive.  They were trans-
ported to a nearby hospital 
where they were treated, 
kept overnight for observa-
tion, and released.     

Thanks to our  
contributors! 

 

Thanks this month to Tom 
Sheppard, Kathy Bowyer, 

Kristin Meredith, Jim 
Eaton, and Eric Dalke!   

These folks helped us by 
sending information about 
recent farm and ATV acci-
dents in their areas.  We 
appreciate you being the 

“front line” for us!     

Fire Extinguishers on the Farm     
Winter is coming, so why not 
take the opportunity—after 
harvest and before spring 
planting— to look around your 
farm shop and check your 
equipment for fire extinguish-
ers that need recharging or 
other services.  In 2011 alone, 
VFB Safety spent about $7,225 
on loaner extinguishers issued 
through our Fire Extinguisher 
Program, but those extinguish-
ers were used to put out fires 
on $1,610,000 worth of insured 
equipment!   

Recent ATV Accidents 
In October, a man was injured 
and air-lifted to the nearest 
trauma center when he was 
riding his ATV on a mountain 
trail and overturned.   

Also in October, a man was 
riding his ATV with his two 
young grandchildren when he 
hit a dip and overturned.  His 
wrist was injured, but the chil-
dren were not hurt except for 
minor scratches.  

 

Thanks for your 
help! 

Any information on farm 
or ATV accidents that 
you can give us might 
help prevent a similar 

accident.   

   November, 2012  

We need your help!   
 

Please remember to 
keep us informed of 
farm accidents that 
you hear about.   
Information we 
would like to have 
includes the date 
and time of the inci-
dent, ages of per-
sons) involved, type 
of equipment in-
volved, and any 
other details you 
have.  Newspaper 
clippings are always 
a big help.   
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Farm Accident Fatalities 
In September:    0 
Year-to-date:     8 
 
Farm Accident Injuries 
In September:     2 
Year-to-date:    43 

Did you remember to 
change your smoke de-
tector batteries this past 

weekend when you 
changed your clocks?   


