
Farm Accidents in October, 2013  
There was one farm accident 
fatality reported for October, 
2013, in which a farmer was 
operating a skid steer loader 
near a trench when the wheels 
slipped off and it flipped back-
wards and landed on top of him.  
The roll cage had been removed 
from the loader to make it eas-
ier to perform a particular job. 

There was also one fatality re-
ported that occurred in Septem-
ber.  A man was using an ATV to 
spray chemicals on his family’s 
farm when it overturned on hilly 
terrain and he was killed.     

The total number of farm acci-
dent fatalities in Virginia in 
2013 is now eight.   

There were four farm accident 
injuries reported for the month 
of October.  Three people re-
ceived non-life-threatening inju-
ries when a wagon hitched to a 
tractor for a hayride (as part of 

the farm’s agritourism activi-
ties) rolled down a hill and 
into a creek. Two of the vic-
tims fell off of the wagon 
and were pinned underneath 
it in the water.  In another 
incident, a farmer was 
pinned by a bull against a 
trailer and his hip was broken 
in two places.        

There were also two injuries 
in September reported in 
October.  A  man was using 
an RTV to work on his par-
ents’ farm when it over-
turned down an embankment 
and he injured his back.  
Also, a worker was cleaning 
out a grain bin when some-
one turned on the auger.  His 
leg was cut severely and will 
require several surgeries to 
rebuild it.    

The total number of farm 
accident injuries in Virginia 
in 2013 is now forty-eight.     

Thanks to our  
contributors! 

Thanks this month to Ron 
Blankenship, Kristina Rose, 
Rusty Bird, Mary Purdin, 

Bill Latane, Becky Hubble, 
Carla Keesee, Bobby Grisso, 

Cindy Vandanna, Ron 
Saacke, Dwayne Clarke, 

Stuart Smith, Nikki Wilson, 
and Dennis Jones!  They 

helped us by sending infor-
mation about recent farm 
and ATV accidents in their 

areas.  Thanks for being the 
“front line” for us!     

In early October, a stock handler 
at a central VA livestock exchange 
was severely injured when a 600 
lb. steer charged him and rammed 
him into a gate from behind.  The 
victim sustained significant inter-
nal damage and other injuries and 
died two weeks later on October 
16.       

Thanks for your 
help! 

Any information on 
farm or ATV accidents 
that you can give us 
might help prevent a 

similar accident.   
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We need your help!   
 

Please remember to 
keep us informed of 
farm accidents that 
you hear about.   
Information we 
would like to have 
includes the date 
and time of the inci-
dent, ages of per-
sons) involved, type 
of equipment in-
volved, and any 
other details you 
have.  Newspaper 
clippings are always 
a big help.   
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Farm Accident Fatalities 
In October:          1 
Year-to-date:       8 
 
Farm Accident Injuries 
In October:          2 
Year-to-date:     48 

Exercise Caution Around 
Farm Animals 

Reminders 
⇒ The ROPS and ATV Helmet Incentives will be discontinued December 1, 

2013.  Applications for both will be accepted through November 30.   

⇒ SMV emblems, SMV mounting kits, and reflective tape kits are still avail-
able for sale all year.   

Contact your county Farm Bureau for the appropriate forms. 

 

Let’s Learn From Our Neighbors 
On October 14 on a large farm in North Carolina, three workers 
were working in a silo of corn when the grain collapsed.  Two 
other workers who attempted a rescue were then trapped as 
well.  Firefighters rescued them after about 4 hours of efforts to 
keep them from sinking further. 

In Maryland, a woman was injured when a cow charged and 
pinned her against a car.  The cow had just been struck by a car 
in the highway and was injured and agitated.  The woman was a 
bystander at the accident scene.   


